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Abstract: The Parsi community in India, an ethno-religious minority with a rapidly
declining population, traces its origins to pre-Islamic Zoroastrian Iranians who
migrated from Persia (present-day Iran) to escape religious persecution. Over time,
they assimilated peacefully while maintaining a distinct cultural identity and made
significant contributions to industry, commerce, education, and philanthropy.
Today, however, the community faces a subtle but serious crisis: the loss of
tangible cultural heritage, particularly Bombay Blackwood furniture crafted for
affluent Parsi households during the colonial era. Often sold cheaply outside the
community, these objects embody memories of rituals, social practices, and
domestic life. Their disappearance contributes to a gradual erosion of collective
identity. This paper traces the history of Bombay Blackwood furniture, documents
select pieces from Surat’s Parsi community, and proposes community-driven
strategies for its preservation, based on literature review and semi-structured
interviews.
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